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(54) OUTPUT SERVER 

(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an output server 
which can quickly carry out an alternate means despite 
the faults of resources (output devices) scattered in a 
network that are caused when these resources are used 
and also to provide a method which can be easily used by 
an operator for selection of the alternate means. 

SOLUTION: An output server 10 manages plural output 
devices 1, 2, 3... and contains a detection means which 
detects the states of output devices under management 
and a recognition means which recognizes the faults of 
these output devices. Then the print jobs of a faulty 
output device are distributed to an alternate output 
. device. The grace time can be set for every fault to 
distribute the print jobs or the grace time can be set 
for every operator to distribute the print jobs for 
every fault 
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